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BACKGROUND
My name is Mischen Naicker and I have been employed at Nankhoo

Engineers for the past five years. I currently hold a BSc in Civil

Engineering and I am working towards a Master’s Degree covering

the stabilisation of expansive soils. Due to the vast spectrum of

works which Nankhoo Engineers undertakes, I was 

able to gain a substantial amount of experience, 

with the focal point being roads geometrics 

and pavement design. Furthermore, 

I attained experience in sewer and bulk 

earthworks design for eThekwini Municipality based projects.
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ABOUT THE
COURSE
I was afforded the

opportunity to attend a

pavement engineering

course which was held at

the Premier Hotel in

Pinetown. The course was

titled “A practical

approach to pavement

engineering”and was

hosted by the South

African Roads Federation

(SARF).

The course covered, as

per the title, a practical

approach to pavement

engineering, this included

the following:

 
“A practical
approach to
pavement

engineering”

CONTENT
COVERED

Modes of failure with their respective reasons,

Practical methods to deal with failures

Geotechnical parameters of soils

Methods of identifying problematic areas which require

modifications

A practical component which was a detailed visual assessment of

roads located in the Shongweni area using a strategically designed

strip map.

A COURSE ORGANIZED BY SARF, TITLED:



MY THOUGHTS
ABOUT THE
COURSE
Attending this course has directly impacted me in my day

to day operations. I now find it much easier to interpret

geotechnical results and find it  easier to approach

pavement designs. This helped me become more efficient

in pavement design, saving Nankhoo Engineers time and

money.

"This helped me
become more
efficient in

pavement design,
saving Nankhoo

Engineers time and
money."

The course was attended by a vast number of individuals from different backgrounds

within the Road Engineering discipline.  This allowed for networking between

governmental organisations such as the eThekwini Municipality, private companies

located in the KwaZulu-Natal Province and Academic Institutions such as lecturers from

the Durban University of Technology.
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CONCLUSION
 To ensure a quality pavement is provided, it is imperative to ensure investigations and

interpretations are done so as accurately as possible in the design stages. In the

construction stage, it is vital that materials are of a high quality and construction

methods are in line with the specifications.  A good pavement engineer finds the

perfect cost-benefit balance for a given roadway of traffic over a specific 

design period at an acceptable level of  service. 

In concluding, I would recommend this course to any individual interested in pavement

engineering. It equips one with the tools to practically and logically approach a

pavement design, resulting in refined designs and ultimately, cost saving benefits to

the Client.


