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Introduction:
The 12th Conference on Asphalt Pavements in

Southern Africa was held in October in Sun City. This

was the 50th anniversary of CAPSA with a theme of:
“Leadership and innovation to preserve and enhance the value of

the region’s roads within a rapidly changing world."

 

This year Nankhoo Consulting Engineers (NCE) sent

four delegates from their technical department namely,

Avi-Nash Sukuram (Office Manager), Divesh Ramjee

(Civil Engineer), Yajna Nankhoo (Design Engineer) and

Mischen Naicker (Design Engineer).

 

This article highlights details of the conference

programme, paper presentations, events and

networking opportunities the conference had to offer.

Programme
The CAPSA programme begun on the 13th of October 2019. It started off with

registration and an ice breaker networking event. The next three days were

followed by:

- Paper presentations by leaders in the industry

- Audio Visual sessions with the presenters

- Interactive group exercises and

- Many networking sessions
CAPSA 2019: 
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Low volume roads

Seals (selecting types and binder combinations)

Asphalt design, performance and process control

Binders (bituminous binder testing and materials)

Road maintenance

Building up to this years conference, 

over 100 papers were reviewed by 

CAPSA referees who are both local and

international leaders in the field.

 

Some of the topics that were covered include:

 

Group Sessions
The delegates were asked to form work groups in which

they used their combined skill set of team members in

order to solve case study scenarios. In this way the most

practical solution was reached by using the lessons learnt

from the presentations as well sharing knowledge between

group members.

Outcomes

Longer contracts for maintenance periods

Address current limitations of Provincial Road Maintenance Grant (PRMG)

Below is a list of some of the workshops and their respective outcomes:

 

Theme: Testing & designing for asphalt fatigue

Resolution: Introduce pre-approved mixes to reduce testing and construction delays

 

Theme: Digital Technologies

Resolution: Establish a technical committee to review and implement the challenges

surrounding SMART technology

 

Theme: Seal Types & Binder Combinations

Resolution: Update TRH3 (Sabita manual 40)

 

Theme: Optimal Asphalt Design 

Resolution: Implement pre-certified mixes.

 

Theme: Innovative Road Maintenance

Resolution:
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The social aspect of the conference was the key opportunity for delegates

to mingle with pioneers in the industry. We rubbed shoulders with directors

of international award winning companies, professors and international

delegates who are paving the way forward in our industry. Details of this

programme is highlighted below:

 

Event One:

- Icebreaker event

- Held at the Gary Player Gold Course

- Sponsored by Sabita

- A networking event allowing delegates to meet and greet with each other

 

Event Two:

-Beach Barbeque

-Held at the Valley of the Waves

- Sponsored by Actop Asphalt

- A casual dining experience allowing delegates to get to 

know each other better

 

Event Three:

- The Gala Dinner

- Held at the Ballroom

- Sponsored by Much Asphalt

- A formal event to end off the festivities for us

Audio Visual Session:

The potential impact on locals through the road

transportation sector

The effect of ageing on bituminous seal binder 

Extraction and recovery of bituminous binders from chip seal

samples

Talent management a focus in a transport infrastructure

branch

Adapting asphalt pavements to climate change challenges

On Tuesday afternoon (15 October), an interactive audio visual

session was held at the Crater Room in Sun City Convention

Centre. This was a first for CAPSA and gave an opportunity for

delegates to have a one-on-one experience with presenters and

the latest technology. Since this was an informal session, the

delegates from NCE decided to split up to visit more

presentations. Some of these included:

 

 

Events
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Our Thoughts...
AVI-NASH SUKURAM
The breath-taking Sun City welcomed us with sweltering temperatures.
CAPSA however was a breath of fresh air that proudly boasted its
steeped history, culture and tradition. The unique blend of delegates
ranged from millennial's, who came out in their numbers, to the
diminishing baby boomer generation. What I dissected and clinically
extracted were themes/content that could add value to Nankhoo
Consulting Engineer's current and future projects. What I realised is
that, the manuals/guidelines that we rely so heavily on are the same
papers that are being presented at CAPSA with the findings being used
to amend current manuals/guidelines. The Conference as a whole was
an investment and ROI will only be realized once implementation takes
place. 
It's about time we explore, research and embrace new pieces of
technologies and move away from run of the mill design philosophies.

MISCHEN NAICKER
As a repeat attendee at the CAPSA conference, I found the content far
more interesting as opposed to the last time (where I felt it more
daunting). However, like the last time, I found that this conference
stood at the edge of innovation. Such a conference show cases new
technologies and methods which will most certainly later become a
norm in our industry, making traditional methods obsolete. In my
opinion, this course provides the greatest insight into innovation of
asphalt technology and should be attended to keep abreast with the
latest inventions and findings in the field. The course also assists a
candidate to get the creative juices flowing which could lead to further
innovation. Such is imperative for any working Engineer in an ever
changing industry.

YAJNA NANKHOO
Since this was my first experience at CAPSA and I am a junior candidate
engineer- I was inspired by the innovative work that the legends in our
field are producing. From finding solutions to practical problems we
face as engineers to innovative technology which will make our lives
easier. I believe that this conference was an investment to us at
Nankhoo Consulting Engineers as the technical knowledge that was
passed onto us from professionals embarking on extensive research,
this will ensure that our operations within the company are efficient,
technically sound and cutting edge. From the dynamic keynote
speakers, exhibitors and lively networking programme- this is definitely
a conference I would recommend to my peers!

DIVESH RAMJEE
As a young civil engineer at Nankhoo Consulting Engineers the
opportunity to attend the prestigious 12th Conference on Asphalt
Pavements for Southern Africa was truly rousing. The conference was
well organised with a great balance of learning and networking with
leading experts in the engineering field, international delegates and
colleagues from around the country. The theme of CAPSA, “Leadership
and innovation to preserve and enhance the value of the regions roads
within a rapidly changing world”, was reinforced by the various
different papers presented which focused on innovative engineering
solutions to tackle the challenges we are currently facing with road
rehabilitation and maintenance. The insights that I have gained from
CAPSA will be implemented at Nankhoo Consulting Engineers when
working on projects of this nature. Overall the conference was an eye
opener to all the different technologies and innovations within the
engineering industry and how it could be implemented to save cost,
time and increase efficiency from the inception of a project to final
close out.
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