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My Site Supervision Experience:
I have worked, full time, on construction sites as part of the supervision team for over 3

years. My first job on Site Supervision was an internship which involved the repaving the

N2 in Eastern Cape. Thereafter, I moved to the Limpopo Province for the Construction of

Bulk Water Infrastructure. In addition, I was part of the supervision team in the

Construction of 6,8km dedicated Lanes for buses and the Appurtenant works for Corridor

3B, from Pinetown to New Germany. I am now in my home Province, KwaZulu- Natal

where I am employed by the eThekwini Transport Authority since July 2014 as an

Assistant Resident Engineer (ARE) in the implementation of Go! Durban Projects. This

year I have been seconded to Nankhoo Consulting Engineers for mentorship with the goal

of achieving my Professional Registration (PrEng).

Samukelisiwe Ntshangase

BSc in Civil Engineering (University of KwaZulu-Natal)

7 years (Public and Private Sector)

Site Supervision, Project Management, Investigations and

Design
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Site Supervision has been a truly fulfilling experience thus far for me. It is an unique experience where

one gets to see a design on paper come alive on site. Most of all, it is getting to learn the knowledge

beyond the aesthetics of the structure. For example, driving on a painted black top road seems like a

fairly ordinary occurrence but it is much more fulfilling to have the knowledge of what is beneath it.

We, as women, unfortunately tend to believe that we do not fit into the Civil Engineering Industry

because it is believed that this is a male dominated field. However, since we are seeing more girls excelling

in Mathematics and Science at school, we will be seeing a change in statistics in the future. 

site supervision is not a glamorous occupation but definitely a unique one. Whilst being on site ,one can

be exposed to harsh weather conditions and long hours of work. However, I do not think these are the

reasons for the under-representation of women in this field as a whole. A lot of negative experiences

have been shared about working on construction sites as a woman which contributes to women being

minority. However, my opinion is that the adaptation to a new environment is a skill but it shouldn’t

deter women from the job, we have a unique perspective to offer the industry. By altering our perceptions

we can move towards a more inclusive mindset at our work place, home environment, on social media or

in any public space.

"Science is not a
boy's game, it's not a

girl's game. It's
everyone's game."

-Nichelle Nichols-

My Duties:

Traffic accommodation approvals 

Acceptance of daily work requests 

Works inspections

Some of my duties as an ARE on construction sites included the following: 

My Perspective of the Field:

Quality control

Reporting to the Resident Engineer

Preparing site instructions
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Site Supervision does not require

physical strength, thus I strongly urge

more women to join the industry. Whilst

it may seem like there is no support for

women in STEM - you must remember

that you can always reach out to your

fellow female colleagues for the strength

and motivation.

This will result in the industry becoming

more accommodating to everyone. 

M Y  
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My Personal Experiences in
this Industry
After much cry from women over the past years in male

dominated fields, women in site supervision roles continue to

complain about having to work twice as much as male

colleagues to receive the same level of respect. To an extent,

this is true!

I am proud to say that I acquired problem solving skills and

learnt how to deal with complex engineering situations on a

site. I am very grateful to all the Supervisors and Mentors who

taught me all that I know and made sure they boost my self-

esteem. This is a field I strongly recommend girls and women

strive to enter!
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"Women are the largest untapped
reservoir of talent in the world." 

-Hillary Clinton-


