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NKUNZI RIVER BRIDGE

WRITTEN BY ASHEEN GUNAS

INTRODUCTION

The site, for the completion of Bridge no. 3545 over the Nkunzi River, is situated in the
Ladysmith Local Municipality (KZ 232), 35km northeast of the town of Ladysmith. The
Bridge design aims to replace the original structure (pre-2016), which had lost its
structural integrity and did not meet standard specifications regarding the deck
thickness and the supports of the carriageway.

Recent strikes by the community (June 2021), significantly disrupted traffic along the
R602 (P33-1, 100m from the Bridge site), which has resulted in the accelerated request
for this project to progress.

° SCOPE OF WORKS o

Nankhoo Consulting Engineers have been appointed by the KZN Department of
Transport Head Office as the Civil Engineering Consultant to fulfil the following scope
of works:

Detailed Structural Designs and Cost Estimates, Documentation and Procurement,
Construction Supervision, Close Out.



o SOCIAL BENEFITS o

The Nkunzi River Bridge will ensure the safety of all users by providing a safe crossing
for vehicles and a dedicated pedestrian walkway. It will aid in travel to Matiwaneskop
Provincial Clinic which is the closest medical centre in this area. The majority of school
children in the area walk to their respective schools, some of these schools include:

Wesselsnek Combined School
Ebusi Combined School
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Hlonnipha Primary School
Vukufunde Primary School

° CURRENT PROGRESS o

There is currently no permanent structure at the Nkunzi River crossing point. The
current temporary crossing, constructed in 2016 with a limited serviceability period,
may not be considered a sustainable solution for vehicular and pedestrian long-term
use. Reinforced concrete abutments have been constructed and the site awaits the
implementation of the new contract which will see construction of the 3no. piers and
36m reinforced concrete deck.

CONCLUSION

This new structure will improve service delivery to the people living in the area. It will
help improve their social and economic standing by providing better access to
transport, healthcare, security, education and other resources. Since it will be
beneficial to the local community it will also reduce the possibility of future strike
action disrupting traffic on the R602.
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